
Covid-19 Written Answer Reports 
Weeks beginning 29/6/20 and 6/7/20 

30/6/20 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government, in 
light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic, what consultation it had with colleges 
and private training providers to support the implementation of the 2020-21 Individual 
Training Account scheme. (S5W-30059) 
Jamie Hepburn: To address current labour market challenges, it was important that 
any delay in our ability to re-open in 2020-21 as a result of the pandemic was 
minimised, and wherever possible, learners are not negatively impacted in the long 
term. 
Both SDS and my officials continue to engage with a broad range of stakeholders 
including, the Scottish Training Federation, Colleges Scotland, Capital City 
Partnership, Scottish Council for Voluntary Organisations, Apex and individual 
colleges on the re-opening of ITAs from 1 July 2020, and the development of ITAs in 
their second phase in 2020-21. 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government by 
what date it will review the Individual Training Account (a) scheme and (b) grant, and 
whether it will consider increasing the level of grant in 2020-21, in light of the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic. (S5W-30060) 
Jamie Hepburn: We are developing a responsive, flexible and coherent package of 
employability and skills interventions to address the emerging labour market 
challenges resulting from the Covid-19 crisis. The recommendations of the 
Enterprise and Skills Strategic Board on how we should respond to these 
challenges, which will be received by the Scottish Government on 30 June, are 
clearly important, and will help us to define the role of the Individual Training 
Accounts moving forward. 
 
 
1/7/20 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what assessment it has made of the potential for some or all pupils to 
repeat a school year because of the COVID-19 crisis, and whether this course of 
action has been ruled out. (S5W-29901) 
John Swinney: The COVID-19 Education Recovery Group, the group which is 
bringing together national and local government and key education and early 
learning and childcare stakeholders to provide advice on taking forward Scottish 
education in the light of COVID-19, has not received or considered any proposal for 
pupils to repeat a school year due to the COVID-19 crisis. 
That Group is focussed on supporting the education system so that pupils may 
resume attendance at schools and early learning and childcare at the earliest time it 
is safe to do so. 
Local authorities, schools, teachers and practitioners have been working together to 
provide support to pupils since schools closed in March 2019, and that support will 
continue when young people return to school. In addition, local authorities continue 



to offer support for eligible children through their Hub provisions and the Scottish 
Government has published guidance on supporting learning in Term 4 and ensuring 
continuity of learning beyond that. 
Any concerns regarding individual pupils should be raised with their school 
and education authority. 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many additional (a) teachers and (b) other staff will be required in 
(i) 2020-21 and (ii) 2021-22 because of the impact of the COVID-19 crisis, broken 
down by local authority. (S5W-29905) 
John Swinney: The recruitment and deployment of teachers is the responsibility of 
the local authorities who have the statutory duty for education expenditure. Local 
authorities are responsible for providing a complement of teachers and other staff 
which meets the needs of each of their schools and its pupils within the resources 
available. 
We are currently working with local authorities to establish what additional staff are 
needed to support COVID-19 education recovery. Once we know that, we will work 
with local authorities to meet that demand. 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government whether one-to-one tutoring will be made available to pupils who have 
experienced significant disadvantage because of the COVID-19 crisis. (S5W-29907) 
John Swinney: This Government is committed to supporting the most 
disadvantaged children and young people. I stated in Parliament on 23 June that the 
Government would invest “a further £100 million over the next two years to help 
support the return to school and help children recover any lost ground”. Additionally, 
£182 million from the Attainment Scotland Fund has been issued as planned to Local 
Authorities and schools in 2020/21 in the form of Pupil Equity Funding going directly 
to schools, Challenge Authority and Schools’ Programme funding and Care 
Experienced Children and Young People funding. 
Using Attainment Scotland Funding, Local Authorities and schools determine the 
best approaches to supporting their children and young people. Amongst the 
approaches set out in plans are a range of supported study initiatives and summer 
programmes to support potential learning loss as a result of COVID-19. 
Additionally, due to the ongoing challenges currently facing schools and local 
authorities I have relaxed the guidance on Attainment Scotland Funding streams to 
support Local Authorities in deploying this funding flexibly to best support vulnerable 
children from the most deprived backgrounds. There are already a number of such 
examples, including the provision of laptops and/tablets to support digital learning at 
home, purchase and delivery of books and other learning material to children at 
home, providing transport to enable some learners to attend LA Hubs, and 
supporting home-school link workers to maintain regular contact with children. 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government, in light of the COVID-19 crisis, what learning and school resources will 
be available for children and young school pupils during summer 2020. (S5W-29908) 



John Swinney: All local authorities have put in place Hub provisions for young 
people who are vulnerable and/or children of key workers and these will remain open 
over the summer period. 
In addition, Education Scotland will publish, on 2 July, a summer edition of Scotland 
Learns. This will provide parents with access to open-ended activities to use over the 
summer break. At the end of July, a ‘back to school’ edition of Scotland Learns will 
focus on children and young people returning to school. This will centre around 
learning activities to support wellbeing, for example, friendships, new routines and 
keeping safe. 
 
Liz Smith (Mid Scotland and Fife) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): 
To ask the Scottish Government how many former, trained teachers responded to 
the call from the General Teaching Council for Scotland to assist with school learning 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, and, of those, how many had (a) primary and (b) 
secondary school experience. (S5W-29925) 
John Swinney: The General Teaching Council for Scotland (GTCS) contacted 
individuals whose GTCS registration has recently lapsed, including recently retired 
teachers to ensure records were up to date to facilitate any contact with employers to 
establish their willingness and availability to return to teaching, should this be 
required based on local need. There has been no formal call as yet. 
We are currently working with local authorities to establish what additional staff are 
needed. Once we know that, we will work with local authorities to meet that demand. 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government how outdoor centres, including those operated by Scouts 
Scotland, will be used by schools when classes resume in August 2020. (S5W-
29949) 
John Swinney: There is potential for outdoor settings to be utilised more often as 
schools reopen. The outdoors provides greater space for education to be delivered if 
physical distancing remains in place. Visits to outdoor centres can also positively 
impact the physical and mental health and wellbeing of young people following a 
period of lockdown. 
In light of this, Scottish Government officials have held discussions with a number of 
organisations within the outdoor learning sector and this includes organisations that 
run outdoor education centres. Those discussions have covered the potential for 
outdoor education centres to be used to help schools deliver learning at a safe 
physical distance and for visits to centres to be used as a mechanism to improve the 
health and wellbeing of learners. We continue to engage with the sector and this 
includes facilitating discussions between representatives of outdoor education 
centres and the Association of Directors of Education in Scotland. 
Ultimately decisions in relation to visits to centres rest with schools and should be 
considered in line with local priorities and circumstances. 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what support is available to organisations and charities that run 
outdoor activity centres, particularly if schools and youth groups cancel residential 
trips due to take place in 2020-21. (S5W-29950) 



John Swinney: The Scottish Government is aware of the current challenges faced 
by organisations that run outdoor education centres. In response we have committed 
to a package of support aimed at helping to ensure that visitor numbers return to 
viable levels more quickly than first anticipated. This includes: 
• Commissioning the Scottish Advisory Panel on Outdoor Education (SAPOE) to set 
up a sub-group tasked with: 
- developing detailed guidance on ‘post covid’ visits to outdoor education centres for 
schools and local authorities; and  
- collating and communicating evidence of the educational value of visits to outdoor 
education centres. 
SAPOE will invite representatives from outdoor education centres to join the group to 
ensure that both local authority and wider outdoor education centre perspectives are 
considered. The Scottish Government and Education Scotland will also feed into this 
group to ensure that there is clear direction in relation to the Covid recovery period 
and national education policy and practice. 

• Facilitating a meeting between representatives of outdoor education centres and 
the Association of Directors of Education in Scotland (ADES). This meeting will give 
outdoor education centres access to strategic decision makers within local 
authorities and will provide a platform from which outdoor education centres can 
discuss the potential for: 
- experienced outdoor education centre staff to support local authority employed 
educators to take learning outdoors during the education recovery phase; 
- outdoor education centres to be used to provide space for learning at a safe 
physical distance; and 
- the use of outdoor education centres to provide immersive, fun and curricular 
relevant outdoor experiences that can improve the physical and mental wellbeing of 
young people transitioning from a potentially damaging period of lockdown. 
• The Scottish Government continuing to support YouthLink Scotland to offer 
assistance and guidance to outdoor learning providers in respect of their youth work 
offer and the links to wider community learning and development policy at a national 
and local level. 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what financial support is available to local authorities to enable 
them to hire outdoor activity centres to assist with blended learning once schooling 
resumes in August 2020. (S5W-29951) 
John Swinney: As set out in the answer to S5W-29738 on 19 June 2020, in 
accordance with the Education (Scotland) Act 1980 the responsibility for the delivery 
of education rests with individual local authorities. It is the responsibility of individual 
local authorities to allocate the total financial resources available to them, including 
on outdoor learning, on the basis of local needs and priorities.  
The majority of authorities’ education funding is provided via the General Revenue 
Grant. Additional funding is provided via the £750 million Attainment Scotland Fund 
which includes Challenge Authorities funding, an additional schools programme and 



Pupil Equity Funding. This funding can be used flexibly to achieve equity in 
education. This can include spending on outdoor learning experiences. 
All answers to written Parliamentary Questions are available on the Parliament's 
website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx 
 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde) (Scottish National Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government whether outdoor and adventure employees, including those 
who deliver Duke of Edinburgh Awards, John Muir Awards and the Leave No Trace 
initiatives, are to be called on to help upskill school staff and assist with blended 
learning and more outdoor learning taking place when schooling resumes in August 
2020. (S5W-29952) 
John Swinney: There is potential for individuals who deliver Duke of Edinburgh 
Awards, John Muir Awards and the Leave No Trace initiatives to support the 
reopening of schools by helping to upskill school staff in relevant ways. However, 
decisions as to whether to utilise individuals in this way rest with individual schools 
and their associated local authorities. We would expect these decisions to be made 
in line with local priorities and circumstances. 
 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what plans it has to make resources available to 
provide additional educational support to young people living in households without 
access to broadband. (S5W-29978) 
John Swinney: Learning at home or school should be teacher led and schools and 
teachers should work with learners, parents and families to take account of and 
adapt to circumstances such as lack of internet access when setting home learning 
tasks. To support teachers to deliver learning, no matter the home circumstances 
during school closures, Education Scotland is continuing to develop ‘Scotland 
Learns’ a resource bank of straightforward, open-ended learning activities which are 
challenging, and that develop children’s and young people’s independence in 
learning. These learning activities were designed to support learning at home during 
lockdown and can also be used to support a model of blended learning if required. 
We understand that many learners who do not have access to broadband are 
suffering from socioeconomic disadvantage. That is why we are continuing with our 
commitment to invest £182 million from the Attainment Scotland Fund in 2020/21. 
For the first time, Pupil Equity Funding allocations have been confirmed for two 
years, to provide more certainty for head teachers and aid learning during the 
pandemic. We have also ensured that local authorities and schools have the 
flexibility they need to redirect Attainment Scotland Funding to help mitigate the 
impacts of school closures on our most disadvantaged families; and to make 
adjustments to existing plans to be delivered as schools return.  
For example, local authorities have used the funding to provide tablets to support 
digital learning at home, to provide transport to enable learners to attend hubs and 
supporting home-school link workers to maintain regular contact with children. In 
addition, the Scottish Government has committed to investing a further £25m in the 
provision of laptops, tablets and connectivity to support digital inclusion for our most 
disadvantaged children and young people. 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx


 
Oliver Mundell (Dumfriesshire) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government what analysis it has carried out of the impact of poor 
internet connectivity on plans for blended learning. (S5W-29979) 
John Swinney: Digital technology plays a key role in successful delivery of any 
blended learning model. We know that this will cause issues for some of our most 
disadvantaged children and young people who do not have access to an appropriate 
device; do not have access to the internet; or both. 
The Scottish Government has committed to investing £25m to support digital 
inclusion amongst disadvantaged children and young people. We are in close 
discussion with local authorities through SOLACE, ADES and Cosla about how to 
deliver best value and impact on that investment to ensure as many children and 
young people as possible are lifted out of digital exclusion and are able to connect 
with their schools, their teachers and their learning. 
 
 
Mark Griffin (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what its position is on introducing a catch-up pupil equity fund for 
vulnerable and disadvantaged children and young people after the COVID-19 
pandemic. (S5W-30003) 
John Swinney: Closing the poverty-related attainment gap remains a defining 
mission for this Government. Recognising the impact the pandemic is having on all 
of our children and young people, but especially those from disadvantaged 
backgrounds, I announced last week that we would be providing a further £100 
million over the next two years to help support the return to school and help children 
recover any lost ground. More details on this will be provided in due course. 
That is on top of the Pupil Equity Fund allocations we have confirmed already, with 
over £250 million committed to 97% of schools across Scotland in 2020-21 and 
2021-22. This helps provide more certainty for head teachers and aid learning during 
the Covid-19 pandemic and beyond. Schools know their learners best and, in 
providing Pupil Equity Funding for two years, we are giving head teachers clarity to 
assist them in their planning and decision making, in the short and longer term, to 
raise attainment. 
The Scottish Government is also providing Local Authorities and Headteachers with 
the flexibility they need to redirect Attainment Scotland Funding, including Pupil 
Equity Funding, to help mitigate the impacts of school closures on our most 
disadvantaged families. 
Even with a return to full-time education, it is imperative that we increase levels of 
digital inclusion, which is why we have also committed investment of £30 million to 
provide laptops for disadvantaged children and young people. 
That includes up to £25 million of funding for a roll-out of digital devices and 
connectivity to school pupils to enable them to study online. We have also asked 
Education Scotland to expand their partnership offer with the ESgoil digital learning 
platform to develop a strong national e-learning provision. 
 



Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
steps it will take to address an increased need for mental health provision for pupils, 
as a result of COVID-19 and school closures, when schools return on 11 August. 
(S5W-30080) 
John Swinney: The COVID-19 Education Recovery Group recently published 
guidance to support continuity in learning to support education authorities and 
schools plan and prepare for pupils returning to school. 
This guidance offers high-level advice to local authorities as they consider the 
support required to address the impact of interrupted learning and disconnection 
from school or early learning and childcare for many children and young people. 
The guidance promotes health and wellbeing considerations and other areas where 
children, young people and their parents and carers may need support and in some 
cases, advice specific to the individual child or young person. 
Local authorities and schools are already familiar and trained in a wide range of 
mental health interventions and strategies, which will be critical in supporting children 
and young people returning to school. 
A mental health in schools working group has been established to develop and 
strengthen mental health resources available to schools, including a whole school 
approach framework to support positive mental health and a new professional 
learning course in mental health for all school staff. The group will develop the 
resource and training as part of a ‘toolkit’ of support which is expected to be 
available to school staff towards the end of 2020. 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many (a) primary and (b) secondary full-time equivalent school counsellors will be 
available to pupils when schools return on 11 August. (S5W-30081) 
John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29615 on 15 
June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx . 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government how 
many of the 350 additional school counsellors, anticipated to be in place by 
September 2020, will be in place on (a) 11 August and (b) 1 September. (S5W-
30082) 
John Swinney: I refer the member to the answer to question S5W-29615 on 15 
June 2020. All answers to written parliamentary questions are available on the 
Parliament's website, the search facility for which can be found at 
http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/28877.aspx . 
 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government what 
measures it will put in place to ensure that all pupils have access to a school 
counsellor, even when studying at home. (S5W-30083) 
John Swinney: From September 2020, school counselling services will be available 
to all primary, secondary and special school pupils age 10 and over; and is part of a 
range of services that schools may have in place to support the mental, emotional 
and social wellbeing of children and young people. 



Local authorities are best placed to determine the appropriate measures to put in 
place, taking into consideration local circumstances and what best meets the needs 
of the pupils. 
Any counselling provision that was in place prior to the COVID-19 pandemic will be 
continuing and in a way that meets the needs of the individual child or young person 
and delivered in a way to accommodate COVID-19 restrictions. 
 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government how many digital or technical devices have been 
distributed to households since March 2020 to assist with home schooling, blended 
learning or virtual classes and teaching, broken down by local authority area. 
(S5W-30133) 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government does not hold detailed information on the 
number of devices issued to households to support home learning, blended learning 
or virtual classes across all local authorities. We do know that a number of 
authorities have pre-existing device rollout programmes and a number of others 
have issued devices in response to the pandemic. 
The Scottish Government has committed to investing a total of £25m to support 
digital inclusion amongst school aged children suffering from digital exclusion. We 
are working closely with SOLACE, ADES and Cosla on that investment and on the 
rollout of devices across Scottish local authorities. 
 
2/7/20 
Iain Gray (East Lothian) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish Government 
whether restrictions have been placed on the Individual Training Account scheme for 
2020-21 because of the COVID-19 pandemic and, if so, in what sectors. (S5W-
30058) 
Jamie Hepburn: Our revised approach to Individual Training Accounts and the 
manner in which they will be delivered, are based on updated labour market 
intelligence identifying sectors likely to have skills gaps and job openings, and 
restrictions necessarily placed on areas of the economy as a result of the Covid-19 
pandemic. 
The impact of the restriction would mean that courses within Hospitality, Security, 
Adult Literacy and Numeracy, Health, Beauty and Fitness, and Languages will not be 
offered during Phase 1. 
In terms of planning for Phase 2, we will use the interim period to review, adapt and 
refocus the programme in line with emerging labour market intelligence and ensure 
further recommendations of the ESSB Sub-Group are incorporated. 
 
3/7/20 
Stuart McMillan (Greenock and Inverclyde)(Scottish National Party):To ask the 
Scottish Government when youth work is expected to be allowed to restart in a face-
to-face capacity as part of the COVID-19 route map. (S5W-29954)  
Richard Lochhead: I am pleased to say youth work services have not ceased but 
have continued throughout lockdown, with the sector finding innovative way to 
engage young people in leisure and learning. 



As we ease ourselves out of restrictions, the Scottish Government’s first priority is to 
ensure face to face and normal delivery of services can resume safely. I continue to 
liaise with a range of stakeholders and partners to assess this situation. Indeed, 
some national youth organisations have already published views on how community 
based youth work may resume services whilst keeping staff and young people safe. 
A short term working group has 
been created to develop guidance for the CLD sector, which includes youth work. 
We aim to publish this guidance in the coming weeks. 
As the First Minister announced on 2 July, young people aged 12+ can meet in 
groups of up to 8, which backed up with workplace guidance for CLD, will allow 
Youth Work providers to consider how they can work safely within public health 
guidelines. The route map currently points to an indicative date for outdoor contact 
sports to resume from 13 July. This will offer a further opportunity for youth work 
services to consider how they can offer provision within this context. 
Essentially the best thing we can do is supress the virus and reopen society. We 
have made strong progress to date. It is my hope we continue this progress to 
ensure all services can resume to normal delivery as soon as practically and safely 
as possible. 
6/7/20 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour):To ask the Scottish 
Government how much financial support will be awarded to help schools in (a) South 
Lanarkshire, (b) North Lanarkshire and (c) the Falkirk area to comply with social 
distancing requirements. (S5W-29904)  
John Swinney: Due to the efforts of people staying at home and remaining vigilant, 
we have recently seen Scotland make significant progress in suppressing 
Coronavirus. We therefore believe that, if we stay on track, we should now prepare 
for pupils to return to school full time from August. 
I commend the work of local authorities and school and early learning and childcare 
staff across Scotland for the way in which they have responded to this emergency. 
The Scottish Government has provided local government with almost £330 million in 
additional resources since the start of COVID response and have also encouraged 
local authorities to use the £508 million of Early Learning and Childcare expansion 
funding for 2020-21 and any underspends recorded against ring-fenced ELC 
revenue grant funding in previous years flexibly to secure the emergency provision 
they need locally. 
On 23 June I announced an additional £100 million to be invested over the next two 
years to tackle the impact of lockdown on schools and pupils. 
Miles Briggs (Lothian) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To ask the 
Scottish Government what assessment it has made of the use of visors for teachers 
and children in schools. (S5W-30094)  
John Swinney: We have recently established a sub-group to our COVID-19 
Advisory Group that specialises on education and children’s issues. The group will 
provide advice to support and inform the development of operational guidance for 
providers of learning, childcare and children’s service. As part of a range of work 
addressing health and safety issues, the sub-group will look at the evidence for face 



coverings and other protective barrier mechanisms such as visors, both in school 
and on school transport. 
Guidance on this will be published in full in advance of schools reopening. 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland)(Scottish Labour):To ask the Scottish 
Government whether face coverings will be expected to be worn by (a) teachers and 
school staff and (b) pupils aged five or over (i) in schools and (ii) on school transport. 
(S5W-30204)  
 
John Swinney: We have recently established a sub-group to our COVID-19 
Advisory Group that specialises on education and children’s issues. The group will 
provide advice to support and inform the development of operational guidance for 
providers of learning, childcare and children’s service. As part of a range of work 
addressing health and safety issues, the sub-group will look at the evidence for face 
coverings and other protective barrier mechanisms such as visors, both in school 
and on school transport. Guidance on this will be published in full in advance of 
schools reopening. 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland)(Scottish Labour):To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance will be prepared for teachers, school staff, parents and 
pupils who wish to wear face coverings in schools on a voluntary basis. (S5W-
30209)  
 
John Swinney: We have recently established a sub-group to our COVID-19 
Advisory Group that specialises on education and children’s issues. The group will 
provide advice to support and inform the development of operational guidance for 
providers of learning, childcare and children’s service. As part of a range of work 
addressing health and safety issues, the sub-group will look at the evidence for face 
coverings and other protective barrier mechanisms such as visors, both in school 
and on school transport. Guidance on this will be published in full in advance of 
schools reopening. 
 
7/7/20 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what guidance has been issued to schools regarding shielding to help 
them support (a) pupils and (b) (i) teaching and (ii) other staff. (S5W-29913)  
 
John Swinney: The latest guidance on the return to school for those shielding is 
provided within the re-opening of schools guide, which is available from 
https://www.gov.scot/publications/coronavirus-covid-19 -re-opening-schools-guide/ . 
This provides a range of guidance in relation to the circumstances where pupils 
themselves are shielding or are living with someone who is shielding. 
In my statement to Parliament on 23 June, I stated that our central planning 
assumption should now be to prepare for nearly all pupils to return full-time in 
August. I recognise that there may continue to be exceptions, including those who 
have prior health concerns, and this would be in line with the position outlined in the 
guidance above. 
For those children and young people, we may need to retain blended learning as an 
option if there is a risk to their health. 



The First Minister has also committed to provide further advice to those who are 
shielding before the end of July. Our ambition is to move away from the current 
position of blanket guidance for all shielding people to much more tailored advice 
about risk and how to mitigate it. 
 
 
Alexander Burnett (Aberdeenshire West) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist 
Party):To ask the Scottish Government what measures it has taken to support large 
youth organisations such as the Scouts and Boys' Brigade that do not qualify for 
existing third sector interface funding. (S5W-30129)  
 
Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is aware of financial challenges faced 
by the Scouts and the Boys’ Brigade both in terms of costs associated with running 
their outdoor education centres and their wider youth work. In response we have 
alerted both organisations to the fact that Social Investment Scotland have up to 
£5m available in fully flexible, 0% interest loans starting at £50,000. This is in 
addition to providing £1.2 million during 2020/21 through the Children, Young People 
and Families Early Intervention & Adult Learning and Empowering Communities 
Fund to youthwork organisations including the Scouts and the Boys’ Brigade. 
Furthermore, the Scottish Government is pursuing a package of non-financial 
support aimed at ensuring that organisation such as the Scouts and Boys’ Brigade 
can resume normal business as quickly as possible following the lifting of lockdown. 
We have committed to:  
•Working with YouthLink Scotland, to develop sectoral specific guidance for 
community learning and development. This is being developed in conjunction with 
local authority, third sector organisations and union representatives. We hope to 
launch this guidance in the coming weeks to safeguard the health and wellbeing of 
volunteers, staff and young people as restrictions are eased further.  
•Commissioning the Scottish Advisory Panel on Outdoor Education (SAPOE) to set 
up a sub-group tasked with developing detailed guidance for schools and local 
authorities on ‘post covid’ visits to outdoor education centres, such as those run by 
the Scouts and Boys’ Brigade. SAPOE will also collate and communicate evidence 
of the educational value of visits to outdoor education centres.  
•Facilitating a meeting between representatives of outdoor education centres and the 
Association of Directors of Education in Scotland (ADES). This meeting will give 
outdoor education centres access to strategic decision makers within local 
authorities and will provide a platform from which outdoor education centres can 
discuss the potential for: 
- experienced outdoor education centre staff to support local authority employed 
educators to take learning outdoors during the education recovery phase; 
- outdoor education centres to be used to provide space for learning at a safe 
physical distance; and 
- the use of outdoor education centres to provide immersive, fun and curricular 
relevant outdoor experiences that can improve the physical and mental wellbeing of 
young people transitioning from lockdown. 
 
Jamie Greene (West Scotland) (Scottish Conservative and Unionist Party): To 
ask the Scottish Government whether it will provide an update on what percentage of 
children in each local authority area are attending education hubs. (S5W-30144)  
 



John Swinney: Data on the percentage of children in each local authority area 
attending education hubs is publicly available from the following link: 
https://public.tableau.com/profile/sg.eas.learninganalysis#!/vizhome 
/Covid19ELCandHubs/Introduction 
 
8/7/20 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what the financial impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has been on 
university (a) cancer and (b) other medical research projects, also broken down by 
how many projects (i) have been stopped and (ii) are delayed. (S5W-30146)  
 
Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Funding Council has estimated that in research 
subjects where access to labs or equipment is required, such as general medicine, 
research activity during lockdown was at roughly at 20-30% of normal levels. The 
Scottish Government is expecting this to be improving now that non-essential 
research activities on campus have restarted as part of Phase 2 of the COVID-19 
route map. The Scottish Government does not hold any other information on the 
impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on current cancer or other medical research 
projects at Scottish universities. 
 
Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government what scientific advice it has received regarding COVID-19 and school 
activities where pupils' breathing patterns might differ, including singing, playing 
instruments and sports. (S5W-30205)  
 
John Swinney: The Scottish Government has received advice regarding school 
activities, including choirs and contact sports. The COVID-19 Advisory 
Sub-Group on Education and Children’s Issues are currently finalising their advice 
on physical distancing in schools ahead of it being published. 
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Monica Lennon (Central Scotland) (Scottish Labour): To ask the Scottish 
Government how many people are employed in university (a) cancer and (b) other 
medical research projects, and what the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic has been 
on the number in post. (S5W-30148)  
 
Richard Lochhead: HESA staff and student data shows that there were 15,765 
Research Staff at Scottish Providers in 2018/19 but these data do not allow break 
down to cancer or other medical subjects. The Scottish Government is not currently 
aware of any impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on the number of university 
research staff in post, although some medical research staff have been temporarily 
redeployed to NHS Scotland to support COVID-19 testing services. 
 
Ross Greer (West Scotland) (Scottish Green Party): To ask the Scottish 
Government what support it is giving to postgraduate research students whose 
research has been disrupted by the COVID-19 outbreak, including offering funded 
extensions where required. (S5W-30258)  
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Richard Lochhead: The Scottish Government is doing all it can to support those in 
the Higher Education sector being disrupted by the COVID-19 outbreak. The 
Scottish Government have announced a support package including the one-off £75 
million increase in capital funding for Scotland’s universities to ensure they can 
protect their world-leading research programmes against the financial impact of 
COVID-19. 
As part of this funding the SFC have issued guidance on this significant investment 
which requires each university using this resource to assist PhD students whose 
studies have been affected by COVID-19. Additionally, universities are being asked 
to take action to mitigate negative and promote positive impacts and to advance 
equality of opportunity and diversity of research focus. The full details of the SFC 
guidance can be found here: 
http://www.sfc.ac.uk/publicationsstatistics/announcements/2020/SFCAN082020.aspx  
. 
All PhD students supported by Chief Scientist Office grants have been offered 6 
month stipend extensions, if required, to ensure they are not disadvantaged by 
disruption around the Covid-19 Pandemic. Where a PhD student has been funded 
through RESAS Underpinning National Capacity funding, that funding line has been 
extended by one year, so it will now end 31st March 2022. Individual educational 
decisions on PhD students remain with the institutes concerned. 
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